Blog Portfolio Instructions

Organization

Part 1: 250 word (minimum) Introduction to Your Portfolio

Give your portfolio an original title (please do not repeat the title provided in the sample portfolio).

Be creative in this introductory section. Introduce your portfolio any way that demonstrates that you have thought about your writing and developed as a writer during the semester.

Ideas (only options / not required): 

· you could highlight your best post and/or best lines; 

· you could trace the evolution of your writing from your first post to your last; 

· you could apply the blog rubric (see below) to your own work and explain how well you think you have done achieving the goals set forth in the rubric; 

· you could introduce you blog with a letter to yourself; 

· you could introduce your blog with a letter to me; 

· you could introduce your blog collection in some other creative way.

Part 2: 1000 words (minimum) of your best posts (you must use whole posts; you may not use parts of posts)

Present your posts in exactly the format presented in the sample portfolio.

Part 3: 250 words (minimum) of your best comments (you must use whole comments; you may not use parts of comments).

Portfolio Format

· MLA academic paper format

· Formal paper headings

· Last name and page numbers in header

· All text in Times 12

· 1” margins

Tip: 

The best way to transfer your posts and comments to a Word document is to copy them directly from the blog itself and paste them into your Word document. If you copy your posts and comments from inside typepad, you will find all sorts of code embedded in them that you will have to spend time removing. That code does not show up if you copy directly from the blog itself.

Reminder: 

You may edit or modify your posts and comments in any way in your portfolio before you submit them to me. In fact, I hope to see many changes based on our conference based discussions of your blog posts.

Grading Criteria: 

These criteria were set forth in the blog instructions posted in the first weeks of the course. I include them here as a reminder for you as you revise and edit:

Post Criteria:

· the quality of the argument made (focused presentation, thesis, evidence, counterargument)

· the quality of the prose (sentence variety, word choice, grammatical coherence and mechanical correctness)

· creativity in argument, language, and approach

· ability (and/or potential) for stimulating interesting discussion

· ability to connect your arguments and reflections about California to the themes and ideas discussed in our course

· ability to write posts and comments that appeal to readers within and outside of the course

· integration of other resources such as links and photos into your posts
Further Comment Notes

· Remember, you want to make a good impression on the public--you can use your blog writing later as part of a portfolio for employment and/or college applications. With this in mind, comments should focus on respectful engagement with the original post.

· You can, of course, use humor, but you want to refrain from insulting the writer who made the post.

· You can and should disagree with the writer whenever you wish to do so, but your goal should be persuasion rather than pronouncement. You are not trying to bash people who disagree with you; you are trying to win them over to your side.

· Comments can range from around 50 to 100 words and have basically the same grade criteria as posts.

· The best comments add an interesting angle or example to the original argument of the post or question the post with provocative and persuasive alternative arguments and ideas that stimulate further discussion.
