“They” Say Paragraphs Rubric

Topic sentence presents scene from book and connects to question (According to R, how does ___ shape the lives of young Latinos?).

a. In Chapter _________, Rodriguez describes how ___________ shape/shapes the lives of young Latinos when…

b. The scene when _________________________ demonstrates how Rodriguez believes ________________ shape/shapes the lives of young Latinos.

c.  To support his argument about how _________ shape the lives of young Latinos, Rodriguez tells the story of …
A sentence or two sets up / presents the scene, answering the question “What is happening in this scene?”

The paragraph presents quotes from the text

Quotation Strategies:

The colon

Sadly, in Rodriguez’s experience schools are also one of the things—like racism—that pose obstacles in his life:  “Schools provided other restrictions: don’t speak Spanish, don’t be Mexican—you don’t belong (19).

The integrate

Like the racist harangue of this woman, schools also hold Latinos back. For this reason, Rodriguez declares that “schools provided other restrictions: don’t speak Spanish, don’t be Mexican, you don’t belong” (19).

The break up

Angrily denouncing the injustices he sees, Rodriguez blames schools that “provided other restrictions” by not allowing students to “speak Spanish” and by suggesting that Mexican students “don’t belong” (19).

The paragraph explains and interprets the quotes and scene in detail.

A clincher sentence clarifies how Rodriguez uses this scene to support his argument.

According to Rodriguez, _________ (your topic) ...

________ (your topic), according to Rodriguez, ………..

In Rodriguez’s view, ________ (your topic)….

