MUS 105 – Fundamentals of Music (Online)

MiraCosta College

Spring 2007 Syllabus

Matt Falker, instructor
Email address: 
mfalker@miracosta.edu 

Office:

Room 3206

Office phone:

(760) 757-2121 x6359

Office hours: 
T/Th 1-2

Web site:

www.miracosta.edu/home/mfalker 

Catalog Description:
 Rudimentary music theory involving the elements of music: melody, rhythm, and harmony. Students will develop understanding of these elements through instrumental and vocal experiences which include the use of unison and part-singing, the keyboard, and simple melodic and harmonic instruments.
Prerequisites required to take course: None

Units: 1

What should students like you be able to do at the completion of the course?

· Develop a greater appreciation for and understanding of the purpose of music notation. 

· Comprehend and read simple music notation.

· Understand the importance of melody, rhythm, and harmony to music.

· Continue the process of becoming a discerning music listener.

In addition, you should be able to: locate all 88 piano keys, read basic staff notation in both treble and bass clefs, differentiate basic rhythmic notation, understand basic theory and musical terminology.

Required Textbook:

Music Fundamentals Online Student Guide (Kendall Hunt).
 
(available at the MiraCosta College Bookstore).

Additional Materials:
None required, but students must be able to access the Internet in order to study the course content and submit all assignments. Many public computers are available on campus free of charge, including the piano/computer lab in the Music Building (Room T-306) and the library. 

Assignments given in this class will consist primarily of reading online lectures and taking basic skills tests. By the end of the semester, two concert reports requiring attendance at a live public musical performance (to be approved by the instructor) will also be required. 


One of the two concerts must be a vocal concert given in the MiraCosta Theatre on one of the following three dates: Thursday, March 15th (7:30 PM); Saturday, May 12th (7:30 PM) or Sunday, May 13th (2:00 PM). There will be a small charge (usually $8-10 at most) to attend this concert. The other concert will be chosen by the student, which can include any other campus performance, or an off-campus performance. Reviewing a DVD of a live concert is not acceptable for this assignment. 

Campus help sessions
Every Monday and Wednesday from 9-11 AM, the piano/computer lab in the Music Building (Room T-306) will be available for your usage. One of the campus instructors will be available at that time to help you, or you can just come in and work at one of the computer stations. Many students find that making a commitment to a Monday or Wednesday morning time slot helps them to complete the assignments on time.
Grading in this class
will be determined by totaling all of the points you have earned and dividing by the number of points possible in the class. The exact number of points possible in the course will vary slightly, as small assignments may be added or subtracted during the course of the semester based on the development of the class. The total number of points you have earned and your current grade in the class can be determined online at any time. Some extra credit points can be earned by attending periodic on-campus instructional sessions given by the teacher.

You will notice that points are given to each assignment, test, discussion, and concert report. Points are an important part of this grading system; HOWEVER, completing the work is equally as important. The grading breakdown is usually as follows:

A = approximately 85% or better of possible points and finishing ALL of the assignments, tests, 2 concert reports, and participating in the discussion topics.

B = approximately 75% or better of possible points and completing all of the assignments, tests, 2 concert reports, and participating in the discussion topics.

C = approximately 65% or better of possible points. At least five essay assignments must be completed.

D = approximately 55% or better of possible points.

F = less than 150 points. Don't forget it is your responsibility to drop if you must.

At the end of the class, point adjustments will be made for the missed assignments or tests for the A and B grades.
A student with a verified disability may be entitled to appropriate academic accommodations. Please contact one of the following: your instructor; the Disabled Students Program & Services Office (Connie Wilbur at 760-433-1401, ext. 6658); or the Office of the ADA Coordinator (Carol Rodriguez at 760-433-1401, ext. 6866).

Students shall not cheat, which is defined as using notes, aids, or the help of other students in ways not permitted by the instructor, or aiding another student in cheating. Any student caught in such matters will face disciplinary action to be determined by the instructor.

